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In the City of Sioux Falls, it is illegal to allow an animal to create a disturbance day or 
night. The reasons that there are no time limits on the ordinance for animals creating a 
disturbance in Sioux Falls, are many people no longer work the typical nine to five 
Monday through Friday job. In the spring and summer times, people love to have their 
windows open and this will help the animal’s noise carry into their house which can 
create further noise complaint problems. 

When an officer is contacted for a barking dog complaint, we will go to the 
neighborhood, and we will try to verify the address of where the complaint is coming 
from, and we will also try to make contact with the owners. If the owners are not home 
at the time of our arrival, we will leave a notice advising them of the complaint and that it 
is a violation of City ordinance. Sometimes we are not able to verify the complaint. This 
does not mean that there is not a valid problem; however, officers are just not there at 
the time that the dog is barking. Due to this fact, the City has created what is called a 
barking dog log. It enables a complainant to fill out the sheet with any times that the 
dogs are barking. They can then turn the animal log in to an Animal Control Officer. We 
will do a case report on it and turn it in to the City Attorney’s Office and from there they 
will decide if there will be further prosecution.  

For further questions on the City’s ordinance in regards to barking dogs, you may log 
into the City’s website. If you would like to file a complaint, you may contact Metro 
Communications at 367-7000.  


